HISTORY - SOCIAL STUDIES

All Social Studies courses address the following ESLRs: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. Many of them also address ESLR #7
to some degree.

WORLD HISTORY

1625 WLD HIST Year 9
World History covers important historical events in the world, from the Age of Enlightenment through
the fall of the Berlin Wall. The Twentieth Century and worldwide impacts of colonialism, imperialism
and the post-World War Il liberation movements are major units of study.

Homework Estimate: 2 hours per week

SMALL LEARNING COMMUNITY

(No Section Number) Year 9
Our small learning community is designed for 28 freshmen and will provide a tightly knit community,
integrated curriculum, outdoor adventure, and opportunities to grow as leaders.

All students will share some common classes and teachers. The content and standards will be the same
as our traditional courses; however, in the small learning community program, the teachers and students
will work together to explore common themes and demonstrate their knowledge in some cross-
curricular projects.

Students in the Small Learning Community will be enrolled together in the same English, Biology |A,
history and PE courses which, in addition to the traditional content, will focus on leadership, character,
and team building games.

Although not required, we encourage students in the Small Learning Community to enroll in Art
Spectrum, Living Skills, and Spanish as their electives, as those teachers will incorporate our common
themes into their courses.

In addition, we will offer our students outdoor adventure trips and leadership training as they do a day
field trip to Jasper Ridge and a four day trip to Yosemite and take part in the Yosemite Institute.

Our theme is “A Sense of Place,” and in our integrated curriculum, students will explore their place in
history and in the local and global community. Our small learning community will provide ninth graders
with a sense of place at Gunn, as they transition from the middle to the high school.

CONTEMPORARY WORLD HISTORY

1641 CONTWLD II Fall Semester 10
In this course, concepts from the social sciences are used to explore contemporary global issues. Special
emphasis is given to non-Western regions, especially Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East and Asia.

Homework Estimate: Approximately 2 hours per week.

1753 US GOVT Semester 10
This one-semester course explores the constitutional foundations of American government, the
decision-making processes within and between the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of
government and the changes which have occurred over time. Our rights and responsibilities as American
citizens are also stressed together with the electoral process and issues of politics and the media.

Homework Estimate: Approximately 2 hours per week
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UNITED STATES HISTORY
1686 US HIST Year l
This class is the third year of a three-year sequence and follows work in the fifth and eighth grades. As

such, its main emphasis is on the period following the Civil War through the present day. The second
semester focuses on the boom of the post World War | era through the end of the Twentieth Century.

Homework Estimate: 2-4 hours per week

AP UNITED STATES HISTORY

1699 Col USH AP Year 11
This course provides an in-depth survey of US History, including intellectual, political, cultural, social, and
diplomatic history. The class format focuses on writing and large and small group discussions, as well as
lectures and primary source analysis. It also includes independent research, debates, and guest speakers.
In addition to the text, each student will read a variety of books on historical topics and issues. Students
are expected to take the AP test in May for college credit. Summer reading is expected.

Homework Estimate: 5 hours per week (with possibly more in the 3 weeks before the AP test)

ECONOMICS

1815 ECON I1I Semester 12
This one-semester course covers basic micro and macroeconomic theory, including supply and demand
theory, market structures, the role of government in the economy, and issues of economic

development. While the emphasis is primarily on the United States economy, the analytical skills
needed to be an educated consumer in a global economy are also stressed.

Homework Estimate: 2 hours per week

PSYCHOLOGY

1842 PSYCH II Semester 12
This one-semester course introduces the student to the science of human behavior and mental
processes. It explores the biological roots of behavior and such concepts as learning and development,
neuroscience, perception and sensation, disorders, and states of consciousness.

Homework Estimate: 2 hours per week

AP PSYCHOLOGY

1859 PSYCH AP Year 12
Suggested Course Preparation: Grade of A in a science course and social studies course. This
college-level introductory course will cover the many facets of the science of psychology, including
biological roots of behavior, learning, thinking and language, developmental and abnormal psychology,
personality theory and research methodology.

Students are expected to take the AP test in May for college credit.

Homework Estimate: 3-5 hours per week (with possibly more in the 3 weeks before the AP test
and before major tests)

Students must apply for entry to the course prior to registration.

AP ECONOMICS (MICRO & MACRO)

1811 ECON AP Year 12
This advanced study course is open to seniors. The course will follow the syllabus approved by the
College Board. The first semester's work will focus on microeconomics. The second semester will cover
macroeconomics. Students are expected to take the AP examinations in micro and macroeconomics.

Homework Estimate: 0-3 hours per week (with possibly more prior to the AP exams)
Complete Application in L-31, prior to registration.
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ETHNIC STUDIES

1953 ETHN ST |1 Semester 11-12
Ethnic Studies will focus on the role of “ethnicity” in the American experience. The class will examine
California as a microcosm for the United States. By 2010, California will be the first state to have no
ethnicity as a majority. By 2050, the United States as whole will follow suit. What are the political,
economic, and social implications of these changes?

In addition, the class will investigate critical issues in the history and culture of some ethnic groups in the
United States.

Ethnic Studies will use primary and secondary sources, class discussion, and a research project as the
basis for inquiry into the issues that are raised in the essential course question.

Homework Estimate: 2-4 hours per week

This class may be offered as an online Hybrid where students meet once a week outside of
the normal school day and do the rest of their work online.

1850 COLD WAR Semester 11-12
This semester course is open to juniors and seniors as a Social Studies elective. Major issues of the Cold War
are analyzed and discussed using documentary films, literature, primary source documents, and newly-
released archival footage. Topics include the impact of the Cold War on third world nations, superpower
struggles for dominance, the arms and space races, espionage, the fall of communism, and Cold War legacies.

Homework Estimate: This is an online hybrid class. Meetings take place 6-8 p.m. every
Wednesday. There is an expectation of at least 3 hours work outside the classroom.

1604 HOLOCAUST Semester 11-12
This one semester course is open to juniors and seniors as a social studies elective. While examining
various genocides, students will examine responses to these events. Exploring the psychological roots
and the social context of genocide, students will evaluate the behavior of rescuers, by-standards, victims
and perpetrators. Students will study the nature of prejudice and historic roots of racism.

Homework Estimate: |-2 hours per week

MODERN CALIFORNIA HISTORY & LITERATURE

1639 MODCAL HIST Semester 12

1099 MODCALLIT Semester 12
How did Hollywood and LA become what they are today? What kind of effect will immigration have on
California? How does being on the west coast change the perspectives of war? Students will have a
chance to examine these questions and more as they study modern historic events and literature from a
California standpoint. Students will be participating in at least one and possibly three fieldtrips as well.
This interdisciplinary semester-long course for seniors would offer students five units in Social Studies
and five units in English. You must enroll in both sections.

Homework Estimate: Approximately 2 hours per week, for each class.
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