GUNN HIGH SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL
Minutes
2/4/2019
Attending:
Principal:
Kathie Laurence
Staff Reps:
Kristina Granlund-Moyer, Yukie Hikida
Student Reps: Arunim Agarwal
Parent Reps: Jane Dick, Glynn Edwards, Mudita Jain, Liz Milner
Visitors: Paul Sakuma, Tara Firenzi, Courtney Carlomagno, Steve Ames, Theresa McDermott, Elizabeth
Bonnet
Absent: Christina Woznicki, Olga Celis, Adriana Aro, Derek Johanson, Josh Little, Kathy Liu, Erin
Shaotran, Hanna Suh

Meeting was called to order at 4:05 by co-chair Kathie Laurence.
Open Forum
No one addressed the Site Council during Open Forum.
OLD BUSINESS

●

NEW BUSINESS
Steve Ames, Tara Firenzi, and Courtney Carlomagno reported back on the Site Council
Grant. See photos of the reports at the end of the minutes.
○ Steve Ames talked about the heart monitors. He is very pleased with how they are
working, though he had to make new, better wristbands for them himself. He also had
to work through several bugs with the company, and they company did lose the data
once. The data is stored in a cloud, but is FERPA compliant.
○ It took him some time to figure out the grant, so it was not until October that he
ordered the bands -- points to the Site Council having a better notification process
and how to for the recipients of the Grant.
○ Tara Firenzi and Courtney Carlomagno reported back on SELF.
■ All students are in cohorts of 24-26. There is a lot of focus on relationship
building with the mentors and peers.
■ They did a full pilot of the School Connect Module on SELF. ⅓ of the time was
spent on school culture/logistics, ⅓ on SEL, and ⅓ on structured downtime.
There are 4 units for each grade, each unit has the same 8 week structure of
1 to 2 for academic check-in, 1 intro, 3 direct SEL, 2 school culture, and 1
relationship building.
■ Structured downtime included cooking, playing games etc.
■ 2 different guest speaker days for 10th graders.
■ Moving forward, they plan to have a 2 day training for mentors before school
starts. 21 mentors per class. Every mentor is in a trio for support.
■ Jane Dick was concerned about the college piece that has been moved into
SELF.
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In the future, there is a plan to match students and mentors, as is done in
PALY.
■ Arunim was concerned about how Titan Ambassadors will work with all
classes engaged in SELF.
Theresa McDermott spoke about the Lockheed Martin Internship. She is also responsible for
the speaker series for career week. The talks were very well attended.
There is a job fair planned for March 18th, lunchtime.
Jane Dick, on behalf of another Gunn parent, wanted to know more about what the school is
doing regarding Vaping, and whether we need Vaping Sensors. Kristina Granlund-Moyer
wanted training for teachers: i.e., what should the teachers do if they detect students who
have been vaping.
November and January minutes of Site Council were unanimously approved.
Reviewed the Grant application form. Liz Milner wanted additions around the number of
students who benefit, what department is the grant request being made from, and where else
they are applying for money. Arunim wanted to know if students can apply for the grants.
There was discussion on Standards Based Grading and how it is being adapted for Gunn.
The attempt is to change the focus from grades to learning.
○ Elizabeth Bonnet wanted to know how the Standards translate in terms of language
classes specifically.
○ Liz Milner wanted to understand whether there was a school wide test retake policy.
There was discussion around CAASPP, and how Pier-Angeli is working on a FAQ for parents
to understand why it is important for the school that the students take this test.
○ The 10th graders will be taking the CAST (Science Pilot) at the same time.
Elizabeth Bonnet wanted to understand the Inside Out initiative in greater detail: it is for the
Gunn Athletic Advisory Committee, and how details about it are communicated to parents.

Next Site Council meeting is on Monday, March 4 at 4:00pm in Staff Lounge.
Snacks provided by:
Arunim Agarwal moved to adjourn the meeting, Liz Milner seconded, and meeting was adjourned at
6:00 pm.

